FOREWORD

When in May 1919 the Prince received the Freedom
of the City of London, after referring very modestly to
the part he personally had played, he added that he would
never regret his period of service overseas. To quote
his own words, "In those four years I mixed with men;
in those four years I found my manhood. When I think
of the future and of the heavy responsibilities which
may fall to my lot, I feel that the experience gained will-
stand me in good stead."

It was after the War that the Prince decided to under-
take the task of Empire Ambassador, and visit in turn
the great self-governing Dominions and Dependencies.
His first tour was through Canada with, at the
finish of that tour, a visit to Washington and New
York.

When the United States came into the War, I had
founded the American Officer's Club, of which I acted
as Chairman until the last of the American officers left
our shores. The Prince of Wales paid us more than- one
visit, and on the last occasion, some weeks after Peace
had been declared, honoured the Club by coming to
luncheon with the officers.

The possibility of a visit one day to the United States
had been suggested, and as we accompanied H.R.H. to
his car the senior officer turned to me and said: "What
a real Prince! I don't wonder he's popular wherever he
goes. If he'll only come to America we'll give him a
dandy welcome." That, I know, expressed the feelings
of them all.

Shortly after the Prince's tour to Canada had been
announced, I happened to meet him one day, and in
course of conversation told him that I also expected to
be in Ottawa during the autumn, for I had promised my
colleagues of the Empire Press Union that I would go
across^to Canada to make arrangements for the Second
Imperial Press Conference, which was to take place in
the Dominion the following year.

I was naturally delighted to fall in with the suggestion